
Inuit Language Loss in Nunavut: Analysis and Forecast 
  
(March 6, 2017 – Toronto, Ontario).   A distinguished applied linguist from York 
University has released a report warning that Inuit languages in Nunavut are in serious 
decline.  Since 1991, the amount of Inuktut* spoken in Nunavut homes has dropped 
significantly. The report, Inuit Language Loss in Nunavut: Analysis and 
Forecast, reviews key data and assesses prospects for the Inuit language in Nunavut.  
  
Professor Martin, who has been working extensively in all parts of Nunavut for nearly 
two decades, has concluded that if current trends away from Inuktut in homes and 
schools continue, within two generations, or by the year 2051, only four percent of 
Nunavut's Inuit population may be relying on Inuktut in the home, and the language will 
be ‘definitely endangered’. 
 
 
Using statistics from Statscan's National Household Survey, the report notes that the 
use of Inuktut in Inuit homes in Nunavut has dropped at a rate of 12% per decade. 
 
Professor Martin notes that schools in Nunavut, which should be part of the solution, are 
unfortunately part of the problem.   “If the regulations in the 2008 Education Act and 
ILPA had been followed, all Nunavut schools today would be teaching all subjects from 
Kindergarten to Grade 7 in Inuit languages”, said Martin, “but that has not happened. 
Last year, only 11 of 27 primary schools were able to offer adequate Inuktut instruction 
to Grade 3.” 
  
Professor Martin said in order to the reverse these trends, the territorial government 
should focus on hiring 85 % Inuktut-bilingual Inuit educators and develop complete 
Inuktut curriculum and resources for all grades and subjects. 
 
 
The attached report urges the federal government to ensure that its equalization 
payments are sufficient to enable the Nunavut territory to deliver all essential public 
services in the language of the public: Inuktut.  
 
  
Martin was author of the 2000 Aajiiqatigiingniq report on language of instruction in 
Nunavut schools, a study that contributed to the Nunavut Education Department's first 
bilingual education strategy 2004-2008. In 2006, he served as a consultant on bilingual 
education on the Conciliator’s Report on the Nunavut Project, written by Mr. Justice 
Thomas Berger. 
In addition to his research, Professor Martin has worked extensively with educators and 
teachers to train local Inuit researchers on early childhood language assessment and 
curriculum. 
In 2011-12, he was contracted by the Kitikmeot Inuit Association as an applied linguist 
to work with a team of researchers to develop a KIA Language Revitalization Strategy.  
 



In addition to specializing Inuit education and languages, Professor Martin also teaches 
"Indigenous language policy in the Americas" at York University's Master's program in 
Public and International Affairs. He is co-author of the Glendon Truth and Reconciliation 
Declaration on Indigenous Language Policy, a policy paper promoting implementation of  
the TRC’s Calls to Action on language legislation for Canada’s Indigenous languages.  
 
 
 
 
*Inuktut is the term now used to encompass both Inuktitut and Inuinnaqtun. 
  
 

 

Ian Martin may be reached in Toronto for comment at          
imartin@glendon.yorku.ca 
or by phone at  416 654-5586 or 647 527-4453 
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